Hyoid bone position change after neck dissection for oral cancer: a preliminary report.
The study goal was to evaluate the change in hyoid bone position after neck dissection and tumor resection for oral cancer. Twenty-seven patients who underwent surgery were retrospectively evaluated. The hyoid bone position was measured before and after the surgery using a topogram of computed tomography scans. There was a statistically significant difference in the hyoid bone position between preoperative and postoperative images in anteroposterior direction (Wilcoxon signed rank test, P <.05), but there was no significant difference in the superoinferior direction. The hyoid bone moved anteriorly when the submandibular region was resected. In cases in which the submental region was resected, it was variably displaced depending on the type of suspension or reconstruction of the resected suprahyoid muscles. This limited study suggests that the hyoid bone is displaced after surgery for oral cancer. The hyoid bone was displaced anteriorly if the submandibular region was resected, and it was displaced severely if the submental region was resected.